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Preliminary notes: (1) Claim 6 has been annotated as being currently amended, although 
no markings appear in the claims. It is understood that claim 6 has been amended by the insertion 
of the third to last paragraph. (2) Claim 7 is annotated as being currently amended, although no 
changes are made in the text when compared to its previous version. Claim 7 has been treated as 
not amended. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claim 16: The last four lines of claim 16 call for requirements in the parent and child 
documents that are not discussed in the original specification. The last four lines of claim 16 are 
thus new matter. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Serafin (U.S. 
Patent 5,987,472). 
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Claim 1 : FIG. 2 illustrates a database system that includes a plurality of documents (FIG. 
11). FIG. 15 gives an example of where the database includes parent and child documents (in 
FIG. 15, the two documents are related to each other). 

FIG. 15 provides one relation created between a parent and child document. This relation 
is readable as a master index, or the total collection of such relations is readable as the master 
index. As seen in FIG. 2, the relations between parent and child documents derive from cross 
reference tables (28) which are maintained in a separate data set from the data tables. Thus, the 
master index is located in a separate database from the plurality of documents. 

As seen in FIG. 15, the index will include taking selected field items from the parent 
(Document Number Field and Title Field from the upper document) and placing them in the 
index shown in FIG. 15. Text from both the parent document, such as "System Description for 
CCS for Nuplex 80+" and text from the child document, such as "Station Service Water Pump 
Structure" are both placed in the index. 

As described at col. 1, lines 59-62 and col. 7, lines 55-56, the user can make a query on 
the index and retrieve documents. 

Claim 2: In FIG. 15, the index establishes a relationship is established between a parent 
document and a child document (the upper and lower identified documents). For the illustrated 
parent document, a child document is identified. The same would occur in any additional 
established relationships saved in the index. 

Claim 3: As described at col. 1, lines 59-62 and col. 7, lines 55-56, a search query 
recovers all the links, which means that the search query will search for the parent documents 
and the related child documents. 
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Claim 4: In FIG. 15, one child document is linked to the parent document. The display 
thus shows one linkage. 

Claim 5: In FIG. 15, only the child document linked to the parent document is shown. 
The "pre-defined criteria" can be any criteria decided upon by the user, such as (in FIG. 15) the 
documents being related to the design of a specialized water reactor. 

Claim 6: See remarks for claim 1 . 

Claim 7: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 8: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 9: See remarks for claim 4. 

Claim 10: See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 1 1 : See remarks for claim 1. 

Claim 12: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 13: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 17 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Remarks 

Applicant's arguments have been considered. 

With respect to independent claims 1, 6 and 11, applicant argues that the present 
invention is not primarily directed to cross referencing the documents, but is instead directed to 
combining a family of documents to identify a family that includes a search term. This argument 
has been considered, but claims 1, 6 and 11 are not found to have language addressed to this 
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feature. In each of claims 1 5 6 and 1 1, the only mention of searching appears in the last two lines 
of the claim. For example, claim 1 calls for: 
"providing a search term and; 

searching all said index documents for said search term. 

Similar language appears in claims 6 and 1 1 and is the only discussing of searching made 
in these claims. Nonetheless, these requirements are in fact met by Serafin. As described at col. 
1, lines 59-62 and col. 7, lines 55-56, the user can input a search query on the index and retrieve 
documents. 

With respect to new claims 16-17, claim 16 has been found to include new matter as 
described above, and is thus rejected under 35 USC 112, first paragraph. Claim 17 is indicated as 
containing allowable subject matter. 

This office action follows a Request for Continued Examination and is made non- final. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 
telephone number (571) 272-4084. 

Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2165 




